There was another lesson to be applied, of which he may have
already got some inkling on the polo ground It was this, in the
game of life, it is not enough to he up and wait for the pass to coine
to you, the great player is he who can thrust himself into the mtite'e,
and make his own opportunity The genteel self-effacement and
conformabllity that are the virtues of the perfect subaltern, are not
the qualities by which outstanding careers have ever been achieved
If you set out to suppress yourself, you cannot complain if you suc-
ceed Winston Churchill had no illusions on the subject He was a
careerist in the sense that Caesar and Chatham, that Marlborough
#nd Lord Randolph and old Leonard Jerome had been careerists
before him He was not half a New Yorker for nothing He was go-
ing to thrust his way to the front, availing himself of every means
that offered, and especially of those advantages of pull and influence
tnat his parentage enabled him to command He would never have
been able to manage this Cuban jaunt unless he had been able to
get his father's, and his own, old friend, Sir Henry Drummond
Wolff, then Ambassador at Madrid, to wangle it for him It was his
first experiment in a technique of which he was soon to prove
himself a master

The Cuban holiday ran its course according to plan Lieutenant
Churchill had all the fun that he wanted on the march with a
Spanish column, including that of a bullet that whizzed quite close
enough past his head to give him the satisfaction of having been
well and truly under fire
f

s

3

It was in the spring of the following year, 1896, that the 4th
Hussars were transferred from Aldershot to the great military centre
of Bangalore, in the Madras Province of Southern India And here,
in the normal course of things, Churchill might have looked to spend-
ing the next dozen or so years of his professional life, while he rose
with automatic gradualness up the moving stair of seniority, basking
meanwhile in the enjoyment of what, to most people in his position,
constituted the most desirable life on earth Bangalore itself was one
of the most sought after stations in India It was a huge, straggling
town that you never seemed able to get properly out of, but it had
a climate that if it was a little muggy and relaxing, was never un-
bearably hot, and it had an extensive cantonment provided with
every possible amenity for the sort of life that the Englishman in
India, and still more the Englishwoman, most desires to live It is a
life that must be experienced, for its nature to be appreciated* For
these little white communities, dotted about in the midst of a
civilization more venerable than their own, and surroundings as
picturesque and historic as any on earth, had made a fine art of
isolating themselves in the closed compartment of an existence from
which everything: Indian, excent in a rmrplv mpmnl e**-nsirii-*r
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